
The Life of Jesus

The Prologue



Review
Stuff You Should Know 

• What is the outline of the Life of Christ that we 
will use?

• What is a synoptic gospel?
• Why is John a “switch” from the others?
• What are the key words for each of the gospels?

If you don’t know this, check the notes from 10/14 
at www.drbuzz.org Life of Christ page.











The Early Years

• Annunciation 
• Mary’s visit to Elizabeth
• Birth of Jesus
• Adoration of the infant Jesus

The Prologue



The Annunciation

Leonardo Da Vinci  1472-1475



The Birth of Jesus

The 
Nativity, 
fresco by 
Giotto, c.
1305–06, 
in the 
Scrovegni 
Chapel in 
Padua, 
Italy.



Raphael 
"Madonna of 

the 
Meadows" 

1505



The Synoptic Problem

The synoptic problem concerns the literary 
relationships between and among the first 
three canonical gospels which are the 
Gospels of Mark, Matthew, and Luke. 
Similarity in content, word choices and 
event placement indicates some kind of 
literary interrelationship.





Copied from 
localtheology.com

Q is taken from a German word Quelle meaning source, spring or fountainhead. 



The Kenosis

• Philippians 2:5-11
• Kenosis – emptiness
• “made himself nothing” – literally “emptied himself”
• Willingly set aside the “free exercise” of his divine 

attributes.
• Willingly refused to use his divine power to further his 

own agenda. 
• Willingly agreed to use only the resources that are 

available to other people
• Committed to do all things through the empowering of 

the Holy Spirit.



The Hypostatic Union

• "hypostasis" – substantial nature, essential 
being, reality

• There is both human and divine nature 
present in Jesus.

• Jesus didn’t come into being at conception 
(John 1:1-14, 8:58, 10:30)



Pericope Matthew Mark Luke John

Annunciation 1:18-19 1:26-38

“through the Holy 
Spirit”
Announced to Mary,
Then to Joseph

“Holy Spirit will 
come upon you.”

“Power of most 
high will over 
shadow you.”



Leonardo da 
Vinci 20 
St. John the 
Baptist 
1513-16.Oil on 
wood 
Louvre 



John the Baptist

• The hand-off
– Old Testament: Moses to Joshua
– New Testament: JTB to Jesus



Pericope Matthew Mark Luke John

John the 
Baptist

3:1-6 1:2-6 3:1-6 1:19-23



John's 
Preaching of 
Repentance

3:7-10 3:7-9



John 
Preaching 
and Replies 
to 
Questioners

3:10-14



John's 
Messianic 
Preaching

3:11-12 1:7-8 3:15-18 1:24-28



The 
Imprisonment 
of John

14:3-4 6:17-18 3:19-20


